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TH E Statutes of the Royal Society were, for the moft 
part, formed in the year 1663: An abftradt. of the 
Charters and Laws was published in the year 1667, in 
Sprat's Hiftory of the Royal Society; and in the year 3752, 
the Council publifhed an Edition of their Charters and Sta- 
tutes, as they then ftood. 

The Laws of the Royal Society, like thofe of other com- 
munities, were altered from time to time, until they appeared 
fufficient to embrace every contingency that might occur, while 
they held their meetings in Greiham College; which they 
continued to do for near the fpace of fifty years. But the 
arrangement of the Society's affairs being fomewhat altered 
upon pofleffing an Houfe of their own, it became necefi'ary to 
make different eftablimments in many particulars ; and to alter 
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and augment fome of their Statutes. However, the greater 
part of them was dill left in the original form, fuited to the 
fituation of the Society at Greiham College. 

The Edition of the Statutes in the year 1752, gave them 
as above defcribed ; together with a few additions, calculated 
to fuit particular circumftances. But flill many parts of them 
were not accommodated to the prefent times, nor to the change 
of place, and what depended thereon : neither was the order 
or connection of the chapters fufficiently attended to. 

The Council have now judged it neceilary, for various 
reafons, to review, new-model, and correct their Statutes, fo 
as better to fuit the prefent times and circumftances ; to digeft 
them in a more methodical order ; and to give a new Edition 
of them, fo revifed, digefted, and arranged. 

They have alfo judged it expedient to premife a fuccinct 
account why fome of the Statutes were altered, and why 
others were totally abrogated. 

It had been the ufage, for upwards of the fir ft fixty years, 
to nominate and approve in Council, all Candidates for being 
Fellows, previoufly to their being propofed to the Society for 
Election; and they were enjoined to appear for Admiffion 
within four weeks after their Election. But, about the year 
.1727, objections having arifen to the fhort time of four weeks, 
fome allowances were made to perfons refiding above fortv 
miles from London; and in the year 1730, the prefent mode 
of propounding for Election, and fixing the certificate up for 
ten weeks in the Meeting-room, was fettled. In the year 
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i/53» li was enabled, that payment of the admiffion fee, and 
figning a bond for annual payments, were neceffary to entitle 
a perfon to be publickly acknowledged a Member, after his 
Election; and in the years 1761, 1766, 1769, and 1770, fome 
regulations were judged neceffary to be made concerning the 
recommendation and election of Foreigners. 

In the Statutes concerning the payments by the Fellows to 
the Society, feveral alterations became neceffary ; not only 
on account of forming anew the Chapter of the Treafurer; but 
alfo on account of each Fellow's receiving gratis a volume of 
the Philofophical Tranfactions yearly. For, the charge of 
printing the Tranfactions for the ufe of the Members, having 
much increafed the yearly expenfe of the Society; it was 
judged reafbnable and proper to advance the. admiffion fee from 
two to five guineas; and afterwards, for other reafons, it was 
agreed that inftead of twenty, twenty-fix guineas mould be 
paid in lieu of giving bond for annual contributions. 

In the Chapter of the Election of the Council and Officers, 
a claufe was added, in the year 1735 (on account of the great 
increafe of Members) permitting every Fellow to deliver his 
three lifts at the fame time, at the Anniverfary Elections ; 
notwithstanding the apparent impropriety of voting for perfons 
to be Officers, before it could be known that they would be 
elected Members of the new Council. 

Of the Treafurer. At firft, when the Society were not in 
poffeffion of much ready money, it was judged neceflary that 
the Fellows mould pay their weekly contributions once a 
quarter; and the Treafurer' s accompts were to be audited quar- 
terly. He was not to have more than 20 1, in his hands at a time: 
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All furplus was to be locked up in the iron cheft ; there being 
then no Public Funds : but the bufinefs of the Treafurer, as 
well as the mode of collecting the contributions from Mem- 
bers, having been long conducted in a manner very different 
from what was at firft appointed ; the Statutes relating to the 
Treafurer have therefore been new formed, agreeably to the 
modern practice which has been in ufe for many years. 

Of the Secretaries, The great alterations in the circum- 
stances of the Society, together with the regulations concern- 
ing the publication of tbeir Tranfactions, have rendered it 
neceffary to alter the chapter relating to the Secretaries, and 
to have fome additions made to it, with regard to the papers 
read to the Society, and their publication. 

Of the Clerk. The ftatutes concerning the Clerk, mentioned in 
the publication of 1752, were fuch as fuited the Society at their 
firft inftitution, and while they continued at Gremam College, 
when they had little or no concerns with rents, taxes, re- 
pairs, &c. And as every Officer had but little bufinefs to do 
for the Society, befides what was done at the ufual Meetings, 
few rules for them, were found wanting, and as few for 
their Mufeum and Library ; which, being in the Galleries of 
that College, the relident Profeffors had an Eye over thofe 
Collections : but, when the Society became poffeffedof a Houfe 
of their own, fit for their Meetings and Curiofities (which 
happened in the Year 1 710) it was found neceffary to have 
a relident Officer, who mould have the care of the Houfe, 
and of the neceffary preparations for the Meetings, and alfo 
the care of the Library and Repository. However, as the So- 
ciety's finances rendered a confiderable degree of frugality con- 
venient, it was determined (under the Prefidentfhip of Sir 
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Ifaac Newton) that one and the fame per Ton fhould fupply the 
places of Clerk, Librarian, Keeper of the R.pofitory, and 
Houfekeeper, and alfo officiate as Mace-bearer, and as Depu- 
ty to the Treafurer. 

The articles in the chapter of the publication of the Tranf- 
actions, and their delivery, which were inferted in the Edition 
of 1752, concerning the Clerk's account of the books lffued 
out, are omitted ; as he is now refponfible for them in 
another way. Another article in the fame chapter is alfo 
omitted, concerning the admifHon fee, as being included in. 
the new chapter of the payment of the Fellows. 

Several additions are made to the former ftatutes relating to 
the books and papers ; to declare the Society's power over the 
papers read to them ; and alfo to inform the Fellows how they 
may confult the books in the Society's Library. The articles 
of the Regifter and Letter-books are now totally omitted ; 
becaufe the continuation of thofe books has, many years ago, 
been found ufelefs ; other methods having been ufed to pre- 
ierve the original papers not published, as well as thofe which 
..are publilhed, at a rate much lefs expensive. 

The Office of Curator was at -firft thought fo eflential, 
that the Society allotted to -it a falary more considerable than 
-any one of the public Profeffors received at that time, befides 
-the apartments they were to have in the Society's Houfe or 
College. But, as the Society's revenues have not, to this 
day, been fufficient to enable them to affume the exterior 
fplendor which, by their charter, it feems to have been ima- 
gined that they might in due time arrive at; the appointments 
of Curators, with large allowances, and of Serjeants at Mace 
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&c. have hitherto been declined. Befides, the experimental 
part ofPhilofophy having begun, even in the early years of the 
Society, to be cultivated ; feveral gentlemen procured appara- 
tufes, to fatisfy themfelves in private ; (o that many years had 
not palled, before a confiderable part of the Fellows were fo 
well acquainted with the mode of making experiments, that 
fuch accomplished Curators have not been found necefiary ; 
and, when Experimental Philofophy arrived at fuch popular 
Regard, as to be frequently explained in public Lectures, 
that kind of knowledge became more generally dirfufed. 
Several perfons, indeed, have formerly been actually employed 
by the Society as Curators; particularly, the Doctors Kooke 
and Defaguliers. But neither of them ever had above 50 1. a 
year; and that, not certain: it depended on the number of 
Experiments which they had exhibited to the Society in the 
preceding year. The chapter of the Statutes relating to this 
Office is therefore omitted in this Edition. 

In like manner, at the inflitution of the Society, the fabri- 
cation of Inftruments for experiments was not commonly 
known to workmen ; and therefore fome ftatutes were made 
concerning Operators, or perfons well acquainted with the ufe 
of tools in various works ; who were at firft judged necefiary to 
attend the Meetings, to be ready to affift in any of the Expe- 
riments to be made before the Society : but the Experimental 
Philofophers having long fince taught and familiarized fuch 
general knowledge, in working on things formerly unknown, 
particular Operators to the Society have been for mr.ny years 
found ufelefs ; as the different Artificers employed by them 
can now readily furnifli whatfoever is wanted, 
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So a Printer to the Society^ was an Officer that appeared 
necefiary at the time when the ftatutes concerning that office 
were eftabliffied : but the affairs of Printing and Bookfelling 
are fo greatly altered fince the inftitution of the Society, that 
; Printers and Bookfellers have for many years flood in no other 
relation to the Royal Society than any other Tradefmen they 
employ ; and particularly, fince the Tranfactions have been 
printed under their own care. They themfelves now buy and 
pay for the paper; employ and pay the Printers and En- 
gravers ; correct and publifh their own Works ; and finally 
difpofe of to Purchafers the furplus copies, above the number 
diftributed amongft their Members by their own Librarian. 

Thus much feemed proper to be premifed, in order to mew 
the grounds and reafons of the alterations now made. 
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